
92    Part I:  Introduction and Descriptive Statistics

1.	 Click on the Variable View tab and enter creativity in the Name col-
umn. We will enter whole numbers, so go to the Decimals column 
and reduce the value to 0.

2.	 Click on the Data View tab and enter the 20 values in the column 
labeled creativity.

3.	 Go to the menu bar and click Analyze, then Descriptive Statistics and 
Frequencies, to bring up a dialog box.

4.	 In the dialog box, select the creativity variable and click the arrow 
in the center to move creativity into the box labeled Variable(s): to 
the right. Make sure the option to display frequency tables is not 
selected, and then select Statistics to bring up another dialog box.

5.	 In the dialog box, select Mean, Median and Mode to the right; then 
select Continue.

6.	 Select OK, or select Paste and click the Run command.

Notice in Table 3.12 that the mean, the median, and the mode are the 
same—the value of each measure of central tendency is 80. Also, note that 
when multiple modes exist in the data, which is not the case for this data set, 
SPSS does not list the value for every mode. Instead, SPSS gives the value for 
the smallest mode and places the superscript a next to that modal value to 
indicate that other modes exist in the data.

   41   80

  65   80

123   64

  46   59

  48    51

  87   36

  38   80

  90 143

132 122

115 100

TABLE 3.11 � The Time (in seconds) That It Took 20 Participants to Write 
Down 10 Uses for a Paper Clip on a Creativity Test

TABLE 3.12
 � SPSS Output Table Showing the Mean, the Median, and 

the Mode

Statistics
N Valid 20

Mean Missing 0

Median 80.00

Mode 80.00
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